
July 2008 

ACCESS CONTROL 
PRACTICE INTRODUCTION 
 

USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service―Practice Code 472

ACCESS CONTROL 
Access control is temporarily or permanently 
excluding animals, people, or vehicles from an 
area. 

PRACTICE INFORMATION 
The purpose of access control is to protect, 
maintain, or improve the quantity and quality of 
the natural resources in an area. The purpose also 
includes visual quality, as well as human health 
and safety. 

The practice is used in a conservation plan in areas 
where vegetation establishment or maintenance is 
a concern. Protecting the vegetation is often 
essential to conserving the other natural resources. 

The barriers constructed for access control must be 
adequate to prevent intrusion of the target animals, 
vehicles, or people. The barriers are usually fences, 
but may also be natural and artificial structures 
such as logs, boulders, earth fill, gates, signs, etc.  
Other use-regulating activities in addition to 
barriers include posting of signs, patrolling and 
permits. 

COMMON ASSOCIATED PRACTICES 
Access Control is commonly planned as part of a 
Conservation Management System with practices 
such as Fence (382), Pasture and Hay Planting 
(512), Range Planting (550), Tree/Shrub 
Establishment (612), Hedgerow Planting (422), 
and other conservation practices.   

For further information, refer to the practice 
standard in the local Field Office Technical Guide 
and associated practice specifications and job 
sheets.

The following page identifies the conservation effects expected to occur when this practice is applied. These effects are 
subjective and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, and soil. Users are cautioned that these effects 
are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site. 



Initials setting: Any land use needing permanent 
or temporary use exclusion to protect, maintain, 
or improve the quantity and quality of the natural 
resources in the area
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The diagram above identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied according to NRCS practice standards and specifications. These effects 
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1. Barriers constructed to exclude animals, 
people, or vehicles from the site  

2. Non-barrier, use-regulating activities such 
as posting of signs, patrolling, and permits 

I.13 (+) Soil 
quality 

D.6 (-) Site 
erosion and 
compaction 

D.5 (-) Pathogen 
transport to surface 

water 

I.10 (+) Water quality 

C.3 (+) Health 
for humans, 

domestic 
animals, and 

wildlife 

C.2 (+/-) Income and income 
stability (individuals and 

communities) 

D.1 (-) Wildlife 
movement 
(species 

dependent) 

D.4 (+) Safety and 
health for humans or 

livestock 

I.9 (-) Landowner 
liability

I.7 (+) Livestock 
food source 

D.2 (+) Plant productivity 
and condition 

I.2 (+) Target 
species wildlife 

habitat 

I.4 (-) Livestock 
food source 

Permanent 
exclusion 

Temporary exclusion 

 D.3 (+) Cost of 
installation and 
maintenance

I.15 (+) Air 
quality 

I.8 (+/-) Net 
return to 
producer 

I.5 (+) Cost of 
replacement 

feed 
I.3 (+) Target 

species 
population 

I.11 (-) Cost of 
future regulatory 

compliance 

C.1 (+/-) Health of wildlife 
populations and 

biodiversity 

I.1 (+/-) 
Wildlife 
stress 

I.14 (-) Airborne 
particulate matter and 

greenhouse gases 

I.12 (+) 
Aquatic 
habitats 

(-) 

Prescribed 
Grazing (528) 

I.6 (+) Soil 
organic 
matter 

Alteration of design 
(placement, location, 
materials, timing) to 
facilitate movement 

across, through, 
under, or over barrier 

Note: Effects are qualified with a plus (+) or minus (-). These symbols indicate only an increase (+) or a decrease (-) in the effect upon the resource, not whether the effect is 
beneficial or adverse. 

 

LEGEND

Mitigating practice 

Associated practice

#.  Created by practice 

D.  Direct effect 

I.  Indirect effect 

C.  Cumulative effect 

Pathway 

(+) increase; (-) decrease

are subjective and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc. All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal permits and approvals are 
the responsibility of the landowners and are presumed to have been obtained. All income changes are partially dependent upon market fluctuations which are 
independent of the conservation practices. Users are cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site. 
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